“(syndy рив зоршойәл мој в PUB "Аорівд Зәри "остеш сувоца) рәш 
Ajawanxa syonpoid jo Аәглел ay) риє 2004 st елпупомае eysejeyy = 51624 
мор 1521 99) UL Кто 201 зшвогриі5 в Кві ор рејлеј5 ѕец AsUOPL “189284 
Рели) шеш әш 38 papel) зо }уёпод әзе "цуоро U0}}09 JO “59805 ‘Бәј змії 
‘sway әшо6 'етипомде рив Аіривавпц решив по paseq Хшоцооо 22091515416 
т Крабін| st Ашопоза вҷѕее 700) шо afqissasoe Ајпо аләм Кец) 088 51ваК 
че; ҙподе (цип упд ‘speor daef Аа Ава ТӨЦ) шеш әп о} paurof «ригогі 
изод әлец *ләјәш 006'7 зподе јо ерпупув пе ЈЕ “5АӘПЕА ечевіем 99143 941, 
‘UO 30108 [1115 57 UOISIOATOS JO 5580014 Твпре18 8141 "ша 0) 94581 
әш јо гвејџедлед ғ Вицівлиоз шт papaesons рив “бәлазвәлі 801213 4ә)0:0 
рамехе Ацвпициоэ 52098: 00 штзприј ләці, "1әцјејәгој пәці JO мотел әң) 
ЗиоцовЈа опшиоз ој ромоја oem әрпі чети торап "вцєвІв у ѕпогәшпи 559 
әш зима (р/61 ѕәпог) еойеі515д1 90191) ләуҙ әпаѕәр рәјғәлиоо ХІдІО10) 6681 
19))8 UOOS әләм пејтивуфјуу UT сади ле әчі “(EL6I ривц5 ‘161 ‘S96T 
#1961 ецлецвцевлорі 16622761 цеш5зпд) бәәпәләуир әЗепӘӛив) рахівці әугібәр 
аерциє Аірәҙалориа sem Чвоцчәрт 100 цапоцуа "зіпупо єцевсм (9861 
лешуег 22/67 "1961 5ечог 10961 SsNIpNg 19681 Wossaqoy) пото о151әЦ2А1о4 
% рив гіпурпо чошшоэ в разец5 риє завепдивј јџезејјтр әлі) ayods оцм 599113 
луву 10 дипола әЗзе{ в цемр лорзод 41 JO apis ayo әп по аде jo пшу 
941 AQ шејр оу погѕгәлиоо разоу рерголе sny} рив sjoafqns Ч8ГИІҢ әшеэәд 
вузвјем ey) "І8Є:Є/61 90162) әлашә узан әш ров 0и0)510048Јү шоомјод 
лерлод әш рәштјәр әш ривіпа ay) ‘681 ‘WIZ задшелом по “әд 'зиортоов 
2130151ц в оралва UT гпр в: 15210 oY} OJUT олпурпо еЧѕејеу JO ТВАРАЛАВ 9941, 
“ѕошпецо рено 
82115108 ҰША ӘЧ JO (ВАЦ5Ә) 18918 оці :5попвопашт әлцѕә88п5 пт Yor Теп) 
з заопроли әјэтте STUY (PLET опашлод "р/бт орзедозео oisnBay 19861 "161 
орхедоово озіадіу) әләцмәзіә редтловор sl зіпупо вцявіеу Sy о "ш5тигег рив 
0510812150107 "3оїха 12659; в 0) "рив шерин "шотррпчя "шві "Сгивпемчо 
јејаога uvedoingopu] леціо [je jo шопехтивЗ10 jeiIoos рив Ачаоворца 
әш гпазш Jey) попегціато пвдіп UO рәләфшәо 51123545 зпогапал 18218 әз ЈО 
Aue Ка poqiosqe Jou sem 180] діпупо џеодолпдорш Ajuo ey} Зотәд ш enbrun 
St dnoid styl, "WeSsE 0) IBAUOD 0% үЕѕПЈӘЈ 01099035 ПӘШ 10) 510443190 
чиупу пәці Aq (шейед, query) 5/0 payed are ләү ‘вцѕејеу ӘШ :5|п05 
0006 злоде jo џоцејпдод jjeuls е 5цомр "швуєтува WId}saMyIOU 10 вәйргі 
цм пршн Oy} ори Аүйзәр 8ипіпо 5АорваА рәрп|оәв рив MOIIEU 991ц) ш 


0209107 US ОЗОН АП 'D, 0203309196 022171 


opiedose> оуѕпапу рие opredooeD омодіу і. abt 20 
TN 
ЛУЛІ1834 32116105 мал МІМ 
Па УМ ан и 
Ab Ф7ӨМНІз 


Е. 


318 ETHNOLOGY 


villages along the mountain slope. In summer the herds are taken to the high 
mountain pastures, 

The tribe consists of three communities that correspond to each of the 
three valleys. The members of each community consider themselves as 
descendants of a common ancestor dating back about twelve generations. The 
three communities are in turn divided into intermediate social groups (kam) 
that play a great role in internal social relations. The kam? is patrilineal 
and exogamous; members descend from a common ancestor dating back about 
seven or eight generations and are bound by duties of reciprocal solidarity. 
The minimum social unit is the extended family. Fields, houses, and animals 
are owned by the family, but high pastures are owned collectively (Parkes 
1988:643). | 

The patterns of economic exchange are of two great spheres: an ordinary 
one where things are bought, sold, or traded, that mainly concerns 
relationships with neighboring tribes; and an extraordinary one where the 
emphasis is on sharing and all exchange takes the form of a gift, at times 
unilateral, Unilateral gifts are mainly connected to a system of тапк. 
Awarding prestige, special titles, and symbols to those that give prescribed 
feasts, is part of a system that distributes prescribed amounts of meat, 
cheese, and bread. This tends to level the economic differences caused by 
superior ability, fortune, or hereditary transmission, and preserves the 
egalitarian character of Kalasha culture. Meat, the most precious product of 
animal husbandry, is consumed almost exclusively in the extraordinary sphere 
of exchange, in these and other redistributive feasts (e.g., weddings and 
funerals) so that the quantity each individual gets is not a function of the 
number of goats he owns but of the number of feasts he is entitled to take 
part in (Cacopardo and Cacopardo 1977). 

It is important to note that the prestige acquired in this way has no direct 
connection with political power. Public decisions are taken in the course of 
informal assemblies (jirga) open to everyone and іп the course of which the 
most intelligent, wise, and eloquent play the main role. Distributions are 
therefore not aimed at political power, and seem to be the expression of a 
general cultural attitude well expressed by the words of the song women 
address to each other іп one of the central days of Chaumos: kia mai ‘bata 
hin dai, amo tai bata dem, (what I receive, that I give to you). It recalls the 
Golden Rule and the Maori formula quoted by Mauss (1965:277), "Ko Maru kai 
аш, Ко таги mai, Ка пробне пробне," (What Maru gives, that Maru gets, and 
that is good). 

The symbolic system of the Kalasha contains a fundamental polarity: the 
dualism onjeshta - pragata that can be roughly translated as pure - impure 
(Loude 1980:17). Onjeshta is associated with the male sex, pragata with the 
female sex and especially with menstruation and childbirth. Pragata is the 
bashali (the house where women retire at the time of menstruation and 
childbirth) with the land around it (Graziosi 1961). It is usually Incated 
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The winter festival of Слаштоз illustrates this system of polar oppositions 
and the values which underly it. 


THE CHAUMOS 


The winter solstice festival of the Kalasha is a complex ritual revolving 
around three interconnected themes: regeneration, common to ай ritual 
New-Year celebrations (Lanternari 1976:253); fertility; and unification or 
communion. Regeneration of the world as one life-cycle ends and a new one 
begins; fertility of fields, animals and men; communion of man with man, of 
men with nature, of the people with their divinities, The beginning of the 
festival is marked by the sun setting behind a certain tree located on one of 
the ridges closing the valley to the west. The kazi, the guardian of ancestral 
tradition who plays a major role in ceremonies, observes this and declares 
that Chaumos time has come. In 1973, when we started our field work, the 
festival began in the the Rumbur valley on December 6th. 

To understand the complex rituals of Chaumos, consisting of twelve holy 
days interposed by others dedicated to cleaning and preparations, it must be 
understood that there is a wide intermediate zone, between the two opposed 
poles of the fundamental onjeshta-pragata contraposition, that partakes of 
both spheres without belonging to one or the other. On this level, everyday 
life takes place. It is a realm that has its own goddess--Jeshtak--neither 
onjeshta nor pragata, 

The existence of this intermediate sphere is due to the fact that the 
balance between the two spheres that come in contact on the plane of 
ordinary life is actually founded on the supremacy of one. The Kalasha are 
patrilineal and, although the subordination of women is far from reaching the 
extremes of their Muslim neighbors, men have a superior role. Women’s 
participation in decision-making is indirect and only through the influence 
they might exert on their husbands. Thus we see that the male invades the 
female sphere, while the contrary does not happen. Men take part in 
agricultural chores while women are kept completely away from animal 
husbandry; men have obviously free access to the villages, but women must 
not approach the goat-sheds. Men enter the Jeshtak temple, but the shrines (б) 
of the male gods are off-limits to women. On the whole, the space forbidden 
to women is much larger than the one forbidden to men, the dashali. 

The onjeshta principle, in the course of the festival, penetrates this 
intermediate sphere, finally permeating it through the ritual dissolution of its 
opposite. It is a slow penetration enacted through the celebration of a 
communion gradually wider and deeper, finding expression on three closely 
connected levels. The first is social relations within the group. The second 
concerns the relationship between the community and nature. The third is 
the relationship between human beings and the supernatural. - 
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Markhors represent the realm of wilderness and are considered onjeshta: 
they live among the mountain peaks and for the Kalasha they are the goats 
of the suchi, the mountain spirits. Since animal husbandry is connected to 
this sphere, only men may mould the bread-figures that are also meant to 
favor reproduction of animals. With the rituals of kutramu night, the realm 
of wilderness penetrates into the realm of the domestic: the hearth 
home, and Jeshtak’'s temple. The intermediate realm of everyday life is thus 
reintegrated in the onjeshta sphere. The wild-domestic polarity (nature 
untouched, animal husbandry, sharing, communion, and social homogeneity) is 
reflected on one side. Nature dominated by man, agriculture, separation, and 
the principle of "keeping" appear оп the other. The onjeshta principle is 
here expressed on a second level that includes the first one as well, 
Communion of man with nature corresponds and is connected to the 
communion of man with man. | 

Kalasha interpretate the ritual drawings sketched on the Jehstak ћап'5 walls 
during Кштати night as done in memory of a distant past when human 
beings, animals, fairies, and deities lived together in harmony until an 
incident caused their separation. It was a "golden age,” a time before the 
emergence of all polarities (Snoy 1974:84; Loude and Lievre 1984:229). | 

On the sixth day of Chaumos (Madayik), the supernatural makes its 
appearance in the form that is closer to man. The dead come back to share 
a meal with the living. The community divides in two according to Jeshtak 
han membership, and each family, according to its possibilities and to the 
number of its members, brings to the temple food to be redistributed. 

At dusk many people crowd the wide temple hall, lit only by a fire. The 
food is piled on the earthen floor just beneath the emblems of the goddess. 
A young boy builds the kottik, a small truncated pyramid made of tiny sticks. 
The kottik "symbolizes a prison where the Kalasha lock up men with bad 
thoughts, their enemies, to burn them" (Loude and Lievre 1984:238). It is 
brought out of the temple on the large flat stone on which it had been built 
and placed by the door. Then it is set on fire. Inside the temple, with the 
entrance covered by a woolen blanket, each person takes a splinter of 
resinous wood and lights it from the fire burning at the center. In the span 
of time it takes the kottik to burn, the ghosts of the dead come to take the 
offerings of bread and dried fruits that were left outside in a basket and on 
trays. They disappear when the small fire dies out. At that point, all throw 
their torches into the fire, the blanket is taken off the entrance, and normal 
conversation resumes. The offerings set outside the temple are given to 
children, 

The communion is now extended to the dead, and a new polarity is 
integrated. Death is pragata and the cemeteries, located low below the 
villages are, like the bashali, impure. In these two places the Kalasha 
localize the pragata sphere: in the one birth takes place, in the other death 
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prayed, raising his voice: "O ghona Sajjigor, Balimahin tai tara ajona ita 
au...putr bi je gum bi de" (Great Sajjigor, Balimahin is here as your guest... 
give us seeds of wheat and of sons and daughters) "khayar kari, khoshan kari, 
homa suwal kabul kari" (give us assistance, give us happiness, may our prayer 
be fulfilled). The goat, a male like all the others, was then pushed towards a 
seated young man who held it firmly in his lap. One of the kazi’s ‘sons, 
chosen for his strength, cut its throat swiftly, collected some of the blood in 
the hollow of his hand, and threw it on the altar board and in the fire 

This was the most sacred time of the year. The god Balimahin had arrived 
on his woman-faced winged horse with hoofs of burning embers. He would 
stay until the next night, "the night of the torches,” before returning to the 
once-Kafir Bashgul valley, in today’s Afghan Nuristan. A male god connected 
to the vital forces of fertility and reproduction, he appears on a horse with a 
woman’s face. In the woman's bosom life takes form. Іп the mythical 
symbol, the two poles are integrated: male and female, immortal life and birth 
and death. It is the supreme union, the onjeshta principle reveals itself and 
includes its opposite. The god comes from Nuristan, but as a divine being he 
comes from the world of beyond and he rides a winged horse that connects 
the two worlds. A woman-faced vehicle, it is through the woman, in fact, 
that humans pass from the world of beyond to that of life and death. 

Once all the animals (22 male goats) had been killed, a second communal 
ritual began; this time bread, made by the men at the goat sheds during the 
night, was offered to the god. At the end of the ritual the bread cakes were 
divided and distributed to the crowd, who then returned to the villages. 

At the men’s arrival there, young girls began to sing and greet them with 
an erotic dance. In groups of three, the girls cheerfully repeated "mandao 
chutak, chutak" (words connected to the act of making love). They twisted 
an edge of their wide woolen robe to form a penis and, laughing uproariously, 
they danced towards one boy or another. The boy then joined his thumbs 
and index fingers to symbolize the vulva and danced towards the girls, who 
retreated, then charged forward again. | 

Іп the dance, gender roles are inverted. The man plays the woman; the 
woman the man, They exchange position. The male - female polarity appears 
as relative, tied to the world of forms, In these sacred days the community, 
is connected to the essence underlying all forms. In the rituals the game is 
revealed, the dance celebrates the identity of opposites. At the opening of 
the new year, the community returns to the beginning, to the source of ail 
life. It is therefore an appropriate time for initiation ceremonies that ‘mark 
the beginning of a new stage of life for boys and girls. After the dance, 
many people headed for the Jeshtak han where some boys and girls dressed 
for the first time in adult clothes. | 

The purification ceremony of the men was performed in separate groups late 
in the evening of the Pushau adua, at the goat sheds. The ritual, called 
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illustrating them with arm gestures showing a flow going to one person and 
from there proceeding to another. They were expressing by this the founding 
principie of Kalasha society: a sharing that creates and maintains community. 

The dance continued for several hours until it was abruptly halted by the 
solemn notes of the gondameshalak that again filled the valley. One man 
started the chant to let it die slowly while others in a chorus would pick it 
up, stretching the notes until the echo joined іп, By this time the immense 
bonfire was reduced to a heap of embers. Balimahin, the bringer of life, was 
leaving the valley. The great celebration of Chanja rat was over. 

With the departure of the visiting god, Chaumos approaches its final phase. 
The following day (Lawakbirk), is still one of the most sacred. Once contact 
with the source of life has been established, the relative nature of opposites 
and their substantial unity is again celebrated with another dance of role 
inversion. But this time roles are inverted thoroughly, In each village, one 
or two couples of men and women cover their faces, put on the clothes of 
the opposite sex, and dance for hours while boys and girls sing and clap their 
hands teasing each other with improvised verses of a sexual nature. In this 
dance the irreconcilable opposites reveal themselves as only appearances. 
Men become women and women men. Forms dissolve into the primordial 
all-comprising Indistinct, the Unformed from which life springs. "Мап 
periodically feels the need," writes Eliade (1976:440) "to reacquire, even if for 
an instant only, the condition of perfect humanity, in which the two sexes 
coexisted, as they coexist, with all other qualities and attributes, in the 
divinity." The beginning of the new year coincides with the beginning of the 
world: the ritual brings the community back to the deepest level of the 
sacred, beyond all polarities, for a total regeneration that in this last holy 
day is finally accomplished. 

With rhythmical progress, the Winter Solstice festival slowly approaches its 
end, After two days of rest, comes moss au айна. This day the men at the 
goat sheds make meat-filled bread cakes (moss аи). The heads and the legs 
of the goats sacrificed at Sajjigor’s shrine, which had been put aside, are 
eaten the following day shisk kurr (heads feet). АП prohibitions are now 
lifted. Men are allowed to sleep with their wives. The great festival is over. 

Three days go by while life in the valleys resumes its regular course, an 
the fourth is once more a festive one: it is called dahu tattu (dahu = beans). 
Groups of girls of the two sections of the community make rounds of the 
villages singing a song demanding a good crop for all the different kinds of 
beans grown in the valley. They stop in each house to collect dried fruits 
and thank the giver by singing wishes of abundance of children and food for 
the household (Loude and Lievre 1984:302-310), In the course of Chaumos the 
male principle represented by Balimahin has fecundated its opposite. With the 
ritual quest the women now symbolize reproduction. 

Four days later another sacred day (Dagarik) closes the long festive period. 
Тп the Гаје evanino а vioil іс пгоапітей in each village іп a chncen hance ta 
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resulting in an explicit opposition betwen heaven and earth, in the case of 
the Kalasha this takes on a much more concretely ecological aspect in the 
opposition between the higher and wilder realm of goat herding and the lower 
and domestic reign of fields and villages. The contraposition between wild 
and domestic is therefore the next Jevel. The dicotomy between animal ~ 
husbandry and agriculture can be set іп the intermediate stretch of а - 
continuum that has at one end hunting and gathering, as the least 
environment-affecting cultural form, and at the other end the city, extremely 
inclined to the destruction of plant and animal life spontaneously expressed 
by the territory. 

Agriculture implies an act of giving form to the world according to human 
interests and needs. It is the realm of separation and distinction, where the 
rule is private property and the principle of "keeping" prevails. Remember 
how the extraordinary sphere of circulation of goods, based on the principle 
of redistribution and connected to animal husbandry, is opposed to the 8 
ordinary sphere of circulation based on private consumption. 

There is here a connection between communion of people with nature and 

communion of people with people, that is one of the most intriguing and 
significant aspects of the system. In a way, the whole symbolic and ritual 
complex can be seen as aimed at counteracting those precise forces that have 
lead, in other cultural contexts, to the development of higher, urban centered 
civilizations, with their emphasis on social stratification, concentration of 
wealth and power, and separation from nature.‘ The tension between the 
system and those forces seems an aspect of the onjeshta - pragata dichotomy. 
A drive towards the onjeshta pole pervades the whole Kalasha culture and is 
fully expressed in its religious system. In the ritual complex of Chaumos this 
drive reaches its climax in a deep unification at all levels of human 
experience. 


NOTES 


1. This article is the result of common research and discussion by the two suthors, However, 
the introduction and the conclusions are written by Alberto Cacoparda and the section on 
Chaumos by Augusto Cacopardo. ө 
2. Тһе transcription of Кајазһа names in thie text is not scientific. For words recurring in 
other publications, we have used the spelling most commonly employed. 

3. А more detailed account of the events of each day can be found in Loude and Lievre 1984, 
and Augusto Cacopardo 1985. 

4. The scope of this article does not allow the discussion of the opinions of authors to which 
we have implicitly mede reference in the brief conclusion. Specifically: the contrasting points 
of view on ethnographical interpretation held by Geerts (1987:52), whose position |6 not 
accepted here, and Lévi-Strauss (1966:314-815), whose inspiration is evident in our approach; 
the interpretations offered by Douglas (1975:60-71) and Gluckman (1965:248-250) on the 
Imnuritv of woman in general and Бу Parkes ГЛОВААЋА) nn thia concention among the Kalasha: 
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